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theless, I did not always escape his tongue; and on one occa-
sion, he was perhaps within an inch of doing me much injury
by it.

The King (Louis XIV.) was declining; Lausun felt it, and
began to think of the future. Few people were in favour
with M. le Due d'Orleans; nevertheless, it was seen that his
grandeur was approaching. All eyes were upon him, shining
with malignity, consequently upon me, who for a long time
had been the sole courtier who remained publicly attached to
him,, the sole in his confidence. M. de Lausun came to dine at
my house, and found us at table. The company he saw ap-
parently displeased him; for he went away to Torcy, with
whom I had no intimacy, and who was also at table, with
many people opposed to M. le Due d'Orleans, Tallard, among
others, and Tesse*.

" Monsieur/' said Lausun to Torcy, with a gentle and timid
air, familiar to him, " take pity upon me, I have just tried to
dine with M. de Saint-Simon. I found him at table, with
company; I took care not to sit down with them, as I did not
wish to be the zeste of the cabal. I have come here to find one."

They all burst out laughing. The remark instantly ran over
all Versailles. Madame de Maintenon and M. du Maine at once
heard it, and nevertheless no sign was anywhere made. To
have been angry would only have been to spread it wider: I
took the matter as the scratch of an ill-natured cat, and did
not allow Lausun to perceive that I knew it.

Two or three years before his death he had an illness which
reduced him to extremity. We were all very assiduous, but
he would see none of us, except Madame de Saint-Simon, and
her but once. Languet, cure of St. Sulpice, often went to him,
and discoursed most admirably to him. One day, when he was
there, the Due de la Force glided into the chamber: M. de
Lausun did not like him at all, and often laughed at him. He
received him. tolerably well, and continued to talk aloud with
the cure.

Suddenly he turned to the cure, complimented and thanked
him, said he had nothing more valuable to give him than his